
Introduction to Metaphysical Theories of Persistence

The exploration into these theories opens up a realm where logic, ontology (the study of being), and
epistemology (the study of knowledge) intersect.

Persistence through change becomes a fascinating puzzle that involves matters related to personal identity
such as memory continuity; queries tied to material objects including Ship of Theseus paradox; and aspects
associated with abstraction such as the continued existence of institutions despite complete turnover in their
constituent members.

Metaphysical theories offer different ways to comprehend how entities could maintain their identities amidst
continuous evolution, ultimately influencing our perception about reality itself.

 

Overview of Endurantism and its Perspective on Change

With regard to change, endurantism posits that an entity maintains its identity even when it experiences
alterations in properties over time.

This approach emphasizes the continuity of existence, emphasizing that although an object may transform –
for instance, a tree growing taller or shedding leaves – it remains fundamentally the same thing across
different moments in time.

These changes do not spawn new entities but rather represent different states of the same persistent entity:
despite undergoing transformations, these entities endure as continuous and unified wholes.

 

Examination of Perdurantism and its View on Change over Time

Perdurantists believe this approach resolves paradoxes involving identity over time because it does not
require us to assert that an entity remains wholly identical despite changes. Instead, we can acknowledge how
each segment differs while still being part of one persistent existence.

In this view, 'persistence' comes from the continuity between these slices rather than insisting on absolute
unchanging identity.
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Analysis of Exdurantism or Stage Theory as a Solution for Change

This theory offers a unique resolution to problems of identity over time by suggesting that when we refer to
objects persisting through change, we actually speak of a series of related but distinct stages.

For example, the apple you ate yesterday is not entirely identical to the one you saw in the market days ago
because they are different stages: the former being ripe while the latter was still maturing.

This way, exdurantism allows for both continuity and difference over time without assuming an unchanging
essence behind changing properties.

 

Comparison between Endurantism, Perdurantism, and
Exdurantism

On the other hand, perdurantism, while less intuitive than endurantism due to its emphasis on temporal parts
or 'slices', has proven adept at handling paradoxes that trouble endurantism.

Perdurantists argue that their theory is better equipped for addressing questions about identity in cases of
radical change over time.
Exdurantism or stage theory offers another perspective altogether.

This view posits that an entity exists only at a particular moment and then ceases to exist once that moment
passes. Instead of claiming continuity through time (as in endurance) or through segments (as in perdurance),
perdurantism contends there are distinct "stages" corresponding to different times.

Each theory provides unique insights into metaphysical issues surrounding persistence and change,
showcasing both their strengths and limitations when applied to various scenarios.

 

Exploration of Real-world Applications of These Theories in
Philosophy and Science

In scientific fields such as quantum physics and cosmology, these theories inspire fresh inquiries into the
nature of existence. Concepts like superposition in quantum mechanics seem to resonate more with
perdurantist views where a particle can exist in multiple states simultaneously until observed - akin to having
temporal parts existing concurrently.

Meanwhile, endurantism's emphasis on unchanging identity may align better with classical Newtonian
physics where entities retain their identities while moving through space-time.
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These theoretical frameworks contribute valuable insight when trying to comprehend complex phenomena at
both macroscopic (cosmic) and microscopic (quantum) scales.

Conclusion: Reflections on the Implications of Metaphysical
Theories of Persistence through Change

While both endurantist and perdurantist views have their strengths and limitations, they collectively enrich
our comprehension of existence by exploring its complexity from different angles.

This exploration into the ontological aspects of persistence is far from being purely theoretical: it shapes our
worldview fundamentally. As humans continue to grapple with questions about identity amidst constant
change - be it personal growth or societal evolution - these metaphysical frameworks will continue to guide
us towards possible answers.
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