
Brexit wasn't just a vote; it was a big, political event revealing changes in world politics and starting a trend
of populist movements in Europe. The 2016 Brexit vote was the first time populism led to a big political
choice, increasing anti-government and nationalist feelings and boosting extreme right-wing views. Let's step
into this eye-opening exploration of political shifts.

The Background, Goals, and Outcomes of Brexit

Brexit refers to Britain's decision to exit the European Union (EU), marked by a 2016 referendum where
around 52% of the UK populace voted for the split. The aim was reclaiming policy control and sovereignty
amidst concerns over immigration and EU regulations. Long negotiations ensued, revolving around trade,
citizen rights, and agreeable exit terms. In 2020, the UK officially left, entering an 11-month transition period
to attempt to seal ongoing trade talks and redefine the relationship. It triggered economic volatility, political
disputes, and uncertainty. After complex discussions, the UK and EU struck a deal on Christmas Eve 2020
that ensured zero tariffs and quotas on goods but failed to cover the vast services sector.

Understanding the Background and Reasons Leading to Brexit

Brexit is short for "British Exit," which is the UK's choice to leave the European Union (EU) from a vote in
2016. There are many difficult reasons for Brexit. Money problems were a big issue. Lots of people in the
UK thought that the EU's growing rules were harmful to the UK's money matters. They felt they could have
better trade deals on their own without following EU rules.

Another important reason was immigration. Many people living in the UK saw the EU's policy that anyone
can move freely as a problem. They thought it caused difficulties for public services like healthcare, jobs, and
safety issues. Distrust in the EU and its paperwork also motivated the vote. Understand how the EU works
and its nature. Also, some people in the UK believed a bigger problem was at hand—national control. They
felt the EU was stepping on the UK's right to make their laws and decisions. They saw a chance to get
national control back through Brexit. So Brexit was chosen as a way to solve these mixed-up problems.
Know your national rights. Vote wisely in the future.

Assessing the Goals, Achievements and Implications of Brexit

Brexit, or "British Exit," is the term used to describe the UK's choice to leave the European Union (EU). The
main aims were to take back full control of the country, handle immigration more strictly, and avoid EU
rules. As of 2021, Brexit has happened, but with mixed outcomes. On the positive side, the UK now has
more power over its laws and immigration. It also caused problems with trade, dropped share prices, and
created political problems, showing the downside.

Brexit affects many things like the economy, immigration, politics, and overseas relations. The financial
impact involves business uncertainty and trouble with free trade. In terms of immigration, the UK can now
limit how many EU citizens enter the country, which might cause a workforce shortage in some areas.
Politically, Brexit has boosted national pride. On a global level, it's changed the UK's relationships with other
countries as it forms new alliances outside the EU. In the end, Brexit has only partially succeeded. It's
resulted in both wins and losses. It's brought major changes, causing a big shift in not only the UK but also
the world's social and political situation. Do consider these effects when you form your opinion about Brexit.

The Link between Brexit and the Populism Surge in Europe

Pr
o-

Pa
pe

rs
.c

om

https://www.cidob.org/en/publications/brexit-causes-and-consequences


Brexit, Britain's choice to leave the European Union (EU), marks a key rise in European populism. Populism,
basically political tactics that win over everyday folks who think their worries are ignored by the powerful,
played a big part in the Brexit vote. Many saw Brexit as a way to vent their anger towards EU management.
They thought the EU had too much influence on home issues with minimal accountability. They believed that
Britain was losing its dominance as a country, as more choices were being made at the EU headquarters in
Brussels instead of the UK. This view aligns with the populist story. It pits the "average Joe" against the
"deceitful top dogs"—in  this case, the EU office workers. As a result, Brexit is often seen as a win for
"everyman" versus the "top dogs," stirring up populist moods.

Also, Brexit has sparked populist groups throughout Europe, making them believe they could fight against
the system. The thought of a country deciding to leave a pact like the EU was almost crazy before Brexit.
Yet, the successful Brexit vote made the unthinkable thinkable, causing a ripple effect on populist groups
throughout Europe, evident in countries like France, Italy, and the Netherlands. The connection between
Brexit and the rise of populism in Europe is clear. Brexit, fueled by dissatisfaction and distrust towards the
EU, echoes the key ideas of populism. Plus, its event has triggered a wave of populist feelings across Europe,
capable of majorly changing European politics in the future. Stand up against the status quo. Believe in your
country's sovereignty. Challenge established systems. Make the impossible possible. Shape future politics.

Case Studies: Popular Movements in Europe Post-Brexit

Brexit stirred up the political scene, boosting support for populist movements across Europe. People began to
show strong anti-establishment sentiments. In France, Marine Le Pen's National Rally is using these anti-
establishment feelings to their advantage. They are focusing on national independence, against immigration,
and refusing globalization. Italy's Five Star Movement and The League are doing something similar. They
are using anti-establishment talk and criticism of the EU to gain support. These parties also promote fears
about the economy and immigration. In Eastern Europe, leaders in Hungary and Poland have taken power
with a similar approach. They argue that they are protecting national identity and independence from the EU.
Viktor Orban in Budapest promotes national independence and conservative policies. Poland’s Law and
Justice Party uses historical and religious reasons to gain support.

Since Brexit, all European populist movements are beginning to look quite similar. They mistrust
globalization and political elites, oppose the EU, and fear immigration. The idea of "taking back control,"
presented during Brexit, fuels these movements. There are significant divides between the movements.
National interests, views on Russia, and economic policy disagreements keep them separate. Despite recent
election losses in the Netherlands and Austria and setbacks in Italy, the impact of the populist movement is
clear. These movements pushed mainstream politics to pay more attention to their issues. Brexit not only
helped these movements gain power, it also showed that major changes demanded by people could happen.
Make sure you remember this: Populist movements' ideas cannot be ignored anymore. They have changed
the way politics functions, pushing traditional parties to more extreme positions. Brexit proved that radical
changes called for by citizens can actually occur.

The Final Thoughts

Brexit has clearly driven the growth of popular or mainstream movements across Europe. It has stirred
national pride and encouraged anti-establishment ideas among people who doubt the European Union's
usefulness. The Brexit event also set an example, proving that it's possible to question the current system and
break free from control by the 'elite.' Be aware, though, that Brexit also exposed potential problems with
society and the economy after making such choices. So, while Brexit has certainly spurred popular risings
throughout Europe, the long-term impacts and the pros or cons of these movements are still difficult and
unclear puzzles to solve. As Europe keeps moving in this post-Brexit era, these popular movements and their
success will shape the future politics of the continent.
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