
Lincoln's Birth and Childhood in Kentucky

Growing up amidst poverty and deprivation did not deter Lincoln from seeking knowledge. In fact, he
developed a voracious appetite for learning at an early age. Although formal schooling opportunities were
rare on the frontier – with some sources estimating that he had less than a year's worth of formal education –
this did not prevent him from acquiring knowledge. He would walk miles just to borrow books; Aesop’s
Fables, Robinson Crusoe, and Pilgrim’s Progress are among those known to be read by during his childhood
days at Kentucky which surely played vital roles in shaping him intellectually as well as morally. Despite the
rigors of farming life demanding much time and energy from young Abe, he never let go of any opportunity
to learn - indeed demonstrating an incredible tenacity that eventually led him toward the presidency.

 

Family's Relocation to Indiana and Illinois

Years later, when Lincoln turned twenty-one, his family again relocated - this time to Illinois. The move
presented him with a chance to break away from manual labor and explore other avenues of earning a living.
He took up jobs like shopkeeping and surveying which offered him broader experiences beyond the confines
of farm life. Concurrently, it provided him with ample time for self-study which allowed him even more
exposure to different subjects including law and politics - interests that would eventually steer his path
toward becoming one of America's most revered presidents.

 

Early Jobs and Responsibilities

Lincoln was also appointed captain during the Black Hawk War in 1832; an experience that offered
invaluable leadership lessons. Although he confessed to have not had any military exploits to speak of during
this brief stint, it did endow him with added responsibilities and an opportunity to witness firsthand the
complexities involved in leading men under challenging circumstances - be they soldiers or civilians - further
adding another dimension to his already multifaceted personality.

 

Self-Education and Love for Reading

The topics were diverse - from literature to mathematics - but it is known that works related to law and
politics particularly intrigued him. His love for reading not only provided him with comprehensive
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knowledge across different domains but also helped refine his language skills leading to the development of
his iconic eloquent style which would serve as a powerful tool throughout his political career. In essence,
Lincoln's self-education played a pivotal role in shaping both him as an individual as well as influencing his
approach toward leadership during his presidency.

 

Brief Overview of His Legal Career

In practice, Lincoln handled a variety of cases ranging from criminal defense to civil suits involving property
disputes or debts. In fact, many cases that he dealt with were frontier-related issues like land disputes - an
area where his own early experiences came in handy. By all accounts, he was known for his sincerity towards
clients' causes and for maintaining high ethical standards while practicing law; traits that further endeared
him among people and set him apart from contemporary lawyers.

 

Journey to the Presidency

The real turning point came when he was chosen as the Republican candidate for the presidency in 1860.
Despite facing severe opposition from southern states due to his stance against slavery, Lincoln won thanks
to overwhelming support from northern states. His journey from humble beginnings on a Kentucky farm all
the way up till here had been marked by an unwavering determination towards self-improvement and
relentless hard work which eventually culminated in him becoming one of America’s most iconic leaders;
best known today for leading the USA through its Civil War - its bloodiest war and greatest moral,
constitutional, and political crisis.
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