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The attack on Pearl Harbor is one of the most important eventsin US history. This event led to America's
involvement in World War |1 and has been continuously debated and analyzed. It is crucial to evaluate the
Pearl Harbor Hearings, which were held to determine who was responsible for the attack.

Background: Understanding the Pear| Harbor Attack

The Pearl Harbor attack remains one of the most startling incidents in American history. On December 7,
1941, the Imperial Japanese Navy Air Service launched a surprise military strike on the United States naval
base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. The attack led to an unexpectedly large loss of lives, with over 2,400
Americans killed and 1,178 wounded.

Prior to this event, the relationship between the U.S. and Japan had been fraught with tension due to Japan's
aggressive expansion into Chinaand Southeast Asia. The attack precipitated the entry of the United States
into World War 11, marking a significant turning point in the global forces of the war. President Franklin D.
Roosevelt rallied the nation, declaring the day of the attack "a date which will live in infamy.".

The Historical Context Leading to the Pear| Harbor Attack

naval base in Hawaii has deep historical roots. Rising tensions between Japan and the U.S., due to differences
in culture and regional rivalry, led to this event. Understand that Japan's aggressive aim to rule Asia, starting
with itsinvasion of China, brought economic punishment from the U.S. These financial restrictions greatly
hindered Japan's war efforts.

The Pearl Harbor attack was a move by Japan to prevent possible U.S. involvement in the Pacific.
Investigations, known as the Pearl Harbor Hearings, were conducted to identify who was accountable for the
military catastrophe. These investigations criticized military preparation and intelligence, examining key
civilian and military officials. The hearings exposed shortcomingsin U.S.

Detailed Overview of the Pear| Harbor Attack

The Japanese made a surprise strike on the American naval base at Pearl Harbor in Hawaii, leading to the
United States involvement in World War I1. Study the facts: 353 Japanese planes were involved; almost
2,400 Americans died, and around 1,200 were injured, and the Pacific Fleet sustained significant damage.
Following the attack, Congress held the Pearl Harbor Hearings to investigate why the military did not foresee
the assault. They interrogated key leaders like Admiral Husband E.

Depiction of the Pear| Harbor Hearings: A Snapshot

The goal was to determine if America's top defense forces had failed in any way, which resulted in this
massive security breach. Learn from these hearings to understand the workings of the US military during that
time and how they responded immediately after the attack. It focused on discovering whether important
warnings were overlooked or crucial steps not taken. It scrutinized everyone from top army and navy
officias to the president himself. The purpose of presenting these hearings was to expose the complex
process of communication, decision-making, and strategic planning at the top level. It examined thousands of
pages of testimonies from several agencies and rigorous cross-examinations.

Assessing Responsibility: Who Werethe Key Players I nvolved


https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/path-pearl-harbor

Key figures like Admiral Husband E. Kimmel, the Pacific Fleet Commander, and Lieutenant General Walter
C. Short, Hawaii's Department Commander, were scrutinized. Admiral Kimmel was in charge of getting the
naval base ready for possible attack. Some people say he neglected patrol and scouting duties that could have
stopped the Japanese. His defenders say he didn't get enough information and resources to do hisjob
properly. Lieutenant General Short was in charge of the army in Hawaii and was blamed for not being ready.
He didn't take enough safety measures, like positioning the aircraft properly and executing thorough aerial
scouting, which in turn made the attack successful.

But just like Kimmel, Short's abilities were hindered by alack of resources and information, which largely
caused his shortcomings. Not just these two, but notable figures such as Secretary of W, y L. Stimson,
Chief of Staff George C. Marshall, Chief of Naval Operations Harold R. Stark, and
Roosevelt in Washington are also to blame. They failed to give enough support
commandersin Hawaii, and their economic sanctions against Japan played ak
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surprise.
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Concept of Accountability: Measuring the \\ggighf§of Responsibility
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But accountability is more than |4# NG ngPrs. 1t's about making sure the same mistakes aren't
repeated. The Pearl Harbor hea@gQo g role in improving military plans and revising defense
policies, making better war prep S possible. To sum up, accountability is about more than just
responsibility.
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Outcomesof t rings. Evaluations and Judgments
The results of the ing Ided a complicated overview of the events leading up to the attack. To start
with, the N; N Inquiry and the Army Pearl Harbor Board blamed Admiral Husband Kimmel and

W Short for not taking the right defensive actions. The Roberts Commission
, suggesting that Washington, not Kimmel and Short, had critical information about a
Dese different opinions made it hard to definitively say who was responsible.

possible attack®

Make sure to understand that over the following years, further investigations from the Joint Congressional
Committee and the Hewitt inquiry complicated the situation even more. While the committee split blame
between Washington and Hawaii, the Hewitt inquiry basically cleared Kimmel, claiming that he didn't get
enough important information from Washington. Investigations revealed that the government missed key
intelligence reports and failed to inform Pearl Harbor of potential threats. Thisled to people blaming
President Franklin D.

The Final Thoughts
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At first, people blamed the navy and army leadersin Hawaii. But later, they found big problems with
communication and intelligence in Washington. Make sure to remember that no big punishments came out of
the hearings—maybe this showed that many system mistakes led to the disaster. Pearl Harbor wasn't the fault
of one person but was due to a mix of missed signs, carelessness, and poor judgment on many levels. We
need to learn from thisincident to avoid future mistakes, but blaming only afew people oversmplifies the
complex issue. In the end, the Pearl Harbor attack isn't just one person or department's faullt.



