
Police brutality is a major problem worldwide, with power, justice, and accountability being tested severely.
This essay aims to examine how politics and laws affect how cases of police misuse of power are handled. As
the problem grows, it's important to understand these factors and how they shape the results of these cases.
The legal and political systems of a democracy must protect citizens' rights and keep the public safe. But
when enforcement officers break the rules they are meant to uphold, their political duties and legal oversight
become intertwined. Police brutality is more than just a single violation—it hints at a system-wide problem.
The political environment plays a big part in how police brutality is handled.

Understanding Political Influence in Police Brutality Cases

Political influence in police brutality cases has been a controversial topic dating back to the Civil Rights
Movement in the 1960s in the USA. Many argue that politics can shield offenders from justice, as seen
during the notorious Rodney King case in 1992. The LA police officers involved in the brutal beating were
acquitted, leading to widespread riots, despite the assault being caught on tape. Critics say the acquittal was
politically charged, aiming to protect the reputation of the police department.

Today's Black Lives Matter movement points out that political bias still exists, often with politicians
supporting law enforcement over victims of brutality. On the other hand, politicians can also champion
reforms to curb such excesses. Such was the case with the Obama administration that brought several police
departments under federal control following unchecked brutality.

Exploring the Intersection of Politics and Police Brutality

Politics often mold the law, affecting how rules are made and carried out. In police brutality cases, political
beliefs can shape what people think and how politicians act regarding proper police conduct. Don't
underestimate the part politics plays in prosecuting police brutality, as political pressures can affect whether
to prosecute, the harshness of the charges, and the ultimate verdict. Law-related aspects like laws themselves
and the court system are critical in prosecution. But they can be impacted by politics, which sometimes leads
to a softer, defensive attitude toward police officers.

Influence of Political Figures and Policies on Police Violence

Those in power can directly or indirectly influence by giving instructions to police departments or ordering
law enforcement to respect human rights. Changes in rules and regulations make a big difference in police
brutality incidents. Laws determine how and when police officers can use force. Strict rules can help prevent
police brutality, while unclear or lenient laws may foster such behavior. So, enforce clear and strict rules that
define the use of force by the police. Political actions play a role in how police brutality cases are handled.
Aspects like political climate, priority setting, and public opinion can persuade or dissuade prosecutors from
dealing with police brutality cases.

Legal Factors and Prosecution Challenges in Deciding Police
Brutality

For example, in the US, a law known as the qualified immunity doctrine protects government officials from
lawsuits unless they clearly break constitutional rights. This law often stops victims from seeking damages,
even when there's solid proof of police brutality, making it a major legal problem in taking action against
police violence. unclear definitions about what counts as acceptable force make matters more complex. With
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no clear, universally accepted rules, police officers can misuse their broad powers, leading to excessive force.
consider the prosecution challenges.

Politics plays a big role here. Police departments are part of local government, so their actions might be
defended politically. Local prosecutors, tasked with bringing rogue police officers to justice, often work
closely with police departments, which risks a conflict of interest and makes fair prosecution hard. Public
opinion, manipulated by political language, can sway jury decisions.

Role of Political Power and Police Justification Strategies

Political power plays a big role in this process. Politicians can shape how police brutality is managed in the
justice system through laws and policies. They can make laws that shield police officers, making it tougher to
charge them for abusive conduct. But they also have the ability to set rules for more police responsibility,
making it somewhat easier to charge for such crimes.

In addition, politicians often control police department resources and funding, which can impact this process.
Remember it also matters how the police defend their actions in these brutality cases. How they justify their
force use can determine if their actions are seen as too violent or fair. For instance, if they convincingly show
that they used force for self-defense or because they were scared for their personal safety, they may avoid
punishment. These defense strategies are influenced heavily by current laws and previous similar court
rulings. This depends on the political and legal environment in the country.

Effect of Legal Jurisdiction and Its Impact on Cases of Police
Brutality

It's a hot topic because of how legal authority affects it. When dealing with police brutality, politics and law
play big roles. In particular, politics can either help or hinder the punishment of a police officer who's acted
wrongly. Politicians play a key role in how police departments behave. For example, a politician wanting to
look tough on crime might avoid actions that punish brutal police officers, not wanting to look like they're
not supporting law enforcement.

Take care of legal authority too, which means where a court or judge has power. The power granted changes
depending on the area. That's why the same police brutality case can end differently depending on where it's
heard. Some areas are kinder to law enforcement, while others are more prone to finding them guilty. Often,
local lawyers who work closely with local police might not want to prosecute police brutality cases because
of their close relationships.

Case Studies of Political and Legal Influence in Prosecuting Police
Brutality

One clear instance of political impact is the Rodney King case in Los Angeles in 1991. Even though there
was a video recording, the four police officers involved were not convicted, causing a lot of public anger. It
happened at a time when people were afraid of crime and supported the police, and this situation influenced
the case. Federal authorities had to step in and convict two of the officers because of the heavy political
response. This shows how politics can sway decisions at various government levels.

In contrast, the law had a significant impact in the 2014 case of Michael Brown in Ferguson, Missouri. The
officer involved was not charged by the grand jury, despite public protests. This was due to the law that
allows police to use deadly force if they believe they are in immediate, serious danger. There is a lack of
clarity around what is considered 'reasonable' in these situations, which has received criticism, but it
continues to be a legal hurdle in handling police brutality cases. Focus on how politics and law affect the

Pr
o-

Pa
pe

rs
.c

om

https://johndrogerslaw.com/the-rodney-king-beating-trial-a-flashpoint-in-american-civil-rights-history/


outcomes of police brutality trials.

My Final Perspective

Our current political mindset shapes how people view police violence and how related policies are managed,
while legal rules decide how such incidents are dealt with and their impact. Making sure to find justice in
cases of police brutality is not easy. It needs careful changes in political beliefs, legal rules, and the public's
views about police violence. So, it's important for us all to keep pushing for police to be held responsible for
their actions. We need major changes in the systems of power that often protect police from being fairly
judged in court.
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