
Christopher Columbus was an important explorer who played a big part in spreading European influence. He
is a hotly debated figure in history due to his controversial actions, which involved discovery, conquering,
slavery, and cultural exchange. By looking closely at how different European countries feel about him, we
can learn a lot. Studying these viewpoints not only teaches us about Columbus's travels, but it also shows us
the many different cultural, social, and political beliefs and situations in Europe. Take note: Columbus was
an Italian from Genoa, but he made his important trip under the Spanish monarchy.

The Perception of Columbus in Spain: National Hero or
Controversial Figure?

Christopher Columbus, recognized as a national hero in Spain, simultaneously remains a controversial figure.
Spaniards see him as the brave explorer who discovered the New World and initiated the Age of Exploration
in the 15th century, establishing Spain as a global superpower. His voyages created new trade routes and
opportunities that bolstered Spain's economy and influence significantly.

Columbus’ role in the violent suppression of the indigenous population of the Americas, his involvement in
the slave trade, and his autocratic governance style taint his heroic image. Some modern Spaniards contest
his glorification, considering him a ruthless invader rather than an iconic explorer. Despite the criticism, most
Spaniards still celebrate Columbus Day, marking his arrival in the Americas.

Exploring Spain's View on Columbus: Revered Explorer or Disputed Character?

He is generally seen as an important part of Spanish history, who discovered America and established a basis
for the once-great Spanish empire. Many consider him a national hero, supported by various monuments,
yearly events, and his story being taught in schools. There are differing opinions, especially after recent
discoveries about his mistreatment of native people during his travels. Some say we need to reassess his
personality based on his cruel behavior towards different cultures. Spain, like other European countries, has
this two-sided perception of Columbus. Given Spain is where his journey began and where he returned, its
connection with Columbus is close and therefore more debated.

The Dichotomy of Columbus's Reputation in Spain: Celebrated Icon or Debatable
Figure?

Some see him as a national hero and celebrate him with a holiday because his achievements are a big part of
Spanish and European history. Learn about his important role in world history; his travels resulted in a great
deal of exploration and the lasting European settlement of the Americas. But, he's also criticized. Critics say
his exploration led to the abuse and destruction of native people. His controversial legacy includes
colonialism, slavery, and mass murder.

Christopher Columbus in Italy: The Homeland's Perspective

His discovery of the Americas affected Europe greatly, starting a new era of global exploration and
exchange. It's crucial to appreciate how Italy, Columbus's birthplace, views his accomplishments. In Italy,
Columbus is seen as a local hero. His adventurous spirit symbolizes the Italian Renaissance era, defined by
curiosity, exploration, and innovation. These values are important to Italy's national identity, and Columbus
embodies them.
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Italians often admire him as a self-made man who changed the world with his strength and determination
from humble beginnings. Nonetheless, not everyone in Italy praises Columbus entirely. Some Italian
historians stress that Columbus served Spain more than Italy, despite being born Italian. They express
concern about his violent actions towards Native Americans, which contradict Italian principles of respect
and kindness.

Christopher Columbus through the Lens of France: Exploration vs.
Exploitation

Despite being Italian and supported by Spain, his actions have been met with a range of responses all over
Europe, particularly in places like France. The French point of view on Columbus is fascinating. Known for
their admiration of explorers and respect for human rights, France looks at the Columbus voyages as a mix of
exploration and exploitation. His trips did open up new knowledge about the world, benefiting trade and
cultural exchange.

The French and other European countries also note the negative side of his travels, where native communities
were mistreated, enslaved, and wiped out by disease. So, France praises Columbus for his discoveries but
also criticizes his disregard for human rights. France's own history with overseas exploration and colonialism
heavily influences this viewpoint.

Perception of Columbus in England: The Struggle for Naval
Supremacy

How people saw him varied across Europe because of each country’s history and national interests. For
England, Columbus's voyages had a big impact on their goal of becoming a top naval power. At the time,
England and Spain were competing for control of the seas. Spain, who had funded Columbus's trips, was
viewed as a leading explorer and a strong sea power. This pushed England to bolster its own sea voyages to
compete with Spain's rising sea dominance. So, in England, Columbus was seen as a driving force for the
country's ambition to expand and rule the seas. His trips inspired English explorers like John Cabot.

Rather than viewing Columbus as a hero, the English saw his achievements as high standards for their own
explorers to beat. Understand England's political reasons for how they viewed Columbus. England, being a
Protestant nation, did not like Catholic Spain. This dislike extended to Columbus, who was seen as a figure
of Spanish expansion.

Christopher Columbus in Germany: Reflections through Historical
Texts

His reputation, visible in historical texts, differed across places. Tell the story of Columbus in Germany, even
though he never visited. He was known as a brave explorer, celebrated for his curiosity and courage. The
German publishing industry used his exciting journey, printing detailed stories about him. His adventures
became popular books, increasing public interest in the unknown. These books showed Germany's respect for
his determination and bravery.

But not everyone praised Columbus. Some written accounts offered less favorable views of his actions. They
criticized how Columbus treated native people, citing abuse and force, which tainted his legacy. The debate
about Columbus's treatment of native people is still discussed in present-day German research. There were
doubts about the scope of Columbus's discoveries. People questioned the truth of the new world he said he
found. Many scholarly works debated if Columbus actually discovered parts of Asia or an entirely new
continent. Columbus's name and stories were incorporated into Germany's cultural history, influencing ideas

Pr
o-

Pa
pe

rs
.c

om



about exploration and conquest.

Contemporary Views on Columbus in Europe: A Shift from Pride to
Scrutiny

Initially, he was considered a hero and a brave explorer celebrated for discovering the New World. In places
like Spain and Italy, his home countries, people were proud of him and saw him as a symbol of national
success in exploration, contributing to the Age of Discovery. In recent times, however, Columbus is now a
controversial character who's closely examined. As more historical information and viewpoints come to light,
people have stopped admiring Columbus and have started investigating the negative effects of his trips.

Look closely at issues like devastating colonization, slavery, and violent treatment of native people. These
topics are becoming key in countries like the UK, Germany, and the Netherlands. This has resulted in a fresh
perspective of Columbus, not as a brave explorer, but as a precursor of colonialism and imperialism. In Spain
and Italy, where Columbus plays an important part in national history, there's also a noticeable shift, albeit
subtler. While some people still consider him a national figure of pride, more and more people see him as a
disputed figure.

The Final Word

There's a wide range of feelings, from deep respect to intense disapproval. In Spain, Columbus is seen as a
hero because he brought a lot of wealth and land to the country. But in places like Scandinavia and Great
Britain, he's viewed negatively due to the harms he caused to native people in the New World. These
different views highlight the many different stories that exist. We must reshape our views of Columbus.
Overlook his hero or villain status and try to see every part of his influence on our world today.
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