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The Battle of Little Bighorn stands as a significant event in American history, showcasing the conflicts and
resistance that arose during the era of Westward Expansion. This battle, which took place on June 25-26,
1876, pitted the Lakota Sioux and Cheyenne tribes against the United States Army's Seventh Cavalry
Regiment. As white settlers continued to encroach upon Native American territoriesin pursuit of land and
resources, tensions escalated, leading to this fateful clash. The Battle of Little Bighorn symbolizes not only
the struggle for indigenous sovereignty but also highlights the complexities surrounding cultural clashes and
power dynamics during this transformative period in Americas westward expansion. Through an exploration
of historical accounts and primary sources, this essay will delve into the key factorsthat contributed to this
conflict while shedding light on the resistance demonstrated by Native American tribes against their forced
displacement.

The significance of Westward Expansion in American history

One key aspect of Westward Expansion was its impact on national unity. The acquisition of vast territories
such as L ouisiana Purchase and Oregon Territory not only expanded the physical boundaries of the United
States but also brought diverse cultures and peoples together. This melting pot of settlers from different
backgrounds fostered a sense of national identity that transcended regional differences.

Westward Expansion played a crucial rolein shaping America's economic landscape. The discovery of gold
in California during the mid-1800s sparked one of the largest mass migrations in history as people rushed to
strike it rich. Thisinflux not only fueled rapid economic growth but also led to advancementsin
transportation infrastructure such as railroads and telegraph lines.

Westward Expansion had significant implications for Native American communities who inhabited these
lands for centuries before European colonization. The forced removals, broken treaties, and violent conflicts
that characterized this period resulted in immense suffering and loss for indigenous peoples. Their resistance
against encroachment is an essential part of understanding this era's complex dynamics.

Westward Expansion represents a pivotal chapter in American history with far-reaching consequences. It
transformed the nation both physically and culturally while leaving lasting legacies on issues such as
manifest destiny, national identity formation, economic growth, and indigenous displacement. Examining
this historical period provides valuable insights into understanding how America became what it is today.

Brief overview of the Battle of Little Bighorn

The Battle of Little Bighorn, also known as Custer's Last Stand, was a significant conflict during the
Westward Expansion era. The battle took place in present-day Montana and involved Lieutenant Colonel
George Armstrong Custer leading the Seventh Cavalry Regiment against a coalition of Lakota Sioux and
Cheyenne warriors. On June 25, 1876, Custer divided his forces into three separate columns to attack the
Native American encampment along the Little Bighorn River.

What awaited Custer and his men was a much larger force than they anticipated. Led by Sitting Bull and
Crazy Horse, thousands of Native American warriors fiercely defended their way of life against the
encroachment of white settlers. In a swift and devastating turn of events for Custer'stroops, all five


https://pro-papers.com/samples/history/westward-expansion

companies under his command were annihilated within hours.

The Battle of Little Bighorn had profound consegquences on both sides. For the Native Americans, it
represented arare victory against US military forces and served as an inspiration for future resistance
movements. This defeat intensified government efforts to suppress indigenous populations further through
forced relocations onto reservations.

The Battle of Little Bighorn has captured public fascination throughout history due to its dramatic nature and
high casualties. It remains one of the most well-known battles fought between Native Americans and US
forces during Westward Expansion, symbolizing both the determination and resilience displayed by
indigenous peoples in defending their land while underscoring the tragic consequences thgt resulted from
clashes between cultures during this tumultuous period.

Factorsleading to the conflict between Native Ameggan Nyibes and
theU.S. Army

Several factors contributed to the escalating conflict between Native A Rgerican{@ibes and the U.S. Army
during Westward Expansion. One significant factor was the encroachm ite settlers onto indigenous
lands. As more settlers moved westward in search of land, reso , and opportunities, they often
disregarded treaties with Native American tribes and forcibly ' territories. Thisintrusion not
only disrupted traditional ways of life for indigenous peoplg ighited feelings of anger, resentment,
and a determination to defend their ancestral lands.
Another contributing factor was the government's pol g#R ed assimilation and removal of Native
Americans from their traditional homelands. The Day ' 387 aimed to break up tribal communities
by allotting individual plots of land to Native Amgd effort to encourage farming practices similar
to those of European Americans. This policy f 20 tribal sovereignty and communal ties while

exacerbating tensions between native popul at U.S. Government.
Clashes occurred due to differing cultural 3 actices regarding land ownership. While indigenous
cultures viewed land as communal eand be shared among members of the tribe, European

settlers adhered to private proper; ed under American legal systems. These contrasting views
created misunderstandings and and use that further intensified hostilities between native tribes
and USforces.

A combination of territorial expansiON@Y white settlers, forced assimilation policies implemented by the US
government, and conflicting cul perspectives on land ownership were key factors leading to mounting
tensions between Nativ N an tribes and the U.S. Army during Westward Expansion era

Role of k gu ch as General George Custer and Sitting Bull
in the

The Battle of LITWgpBighorn was shaped by the actions and decisions of key figures, most notably General
George Armstrong Custer and Sitting Bull. Custer, arenowned military officer known for his bravery and
audacity, played acentral role in leading the Seventh Cavalry Regiment into battle. Hisimpulsive decision to
divide hisforcesinto three separate columns proved fatal asit allowed the Native American warriors to
overwhelm each group individually.

On the other side of the conflict stood Sitting Bull, a respected L akota Sioux |eader who had long been an
advocate for Native American rights. Sitting Bull's leadership skills and strategic vision were instrumental in
uniting various tribes against encroaching white settlers. He recognized the importance of defending their
way of life and inspired his people with his determination to resist forced displacement from their ancestral
lands.

The clash between Custer and Sitting Bull at Little Bighorn epitomized the clash between two contrasting
worldviews. While Custer represented the expansionist ideals of manifest destiny that drove westward



expansion, Sitting Bull embodied indigenous resistance against cultural assimilation and land dispossession.
Both men became symbolsin their respective communities - Custer as a martyr for American
exceptionalism, while Sitting Bull emerged as an emblematic figure representing Native American resilience
in the face of adversity.

Theroles played by General George Custer and Sitting Bull in the Battle of Little Bighorn reflect larger
historical narratives surrounding Westward Expansion - one characterized by aggressive territorial
expansionism on behalf of European settlers, while the other represents indigenous efforts to protect their
sovereignty and preserve traditional ways of life. Understanding these key figures motivations sheds light on
how individuals shaped this pivotal moment in history while highlighting broader themes.concerning power
dynamics, cultural clashes, and resistance during America's westward expansion perio
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George Armstrong Custer's Sev?h el ry Regiment on that fateful day in 1876

Outcome of th @ e of Little Bighorn and itsimpact on Westward
Expansion

The outco e Battle of Little Bighorn was a resounding victory for the Native American tribes
involved. The suffered by Custer and his men was a significant blow to the US Army's morale and
reputation, highlighting the fierce resistance that indigenous peoples could mount against westward
expansion. This event sparked outrage among white settlers, leading to increased military efforts to suppress
Native American resistance.

In response to the battle, the US government launched an aggressive campaign to subdue Native American
tribes and bring them under federal control. Thisled to intensified conflicts such as the Nez Perce War and
ultimately resulted in a series of treaties that forced many tribes onto reservations, further marginalizing their
way of life.

The impact of the Battle of Little Bighorn on Westward Expansion cannot be overstated. It served asa
turning point in public perception, challenging notions of manifest destiny and exposing flawsin US policies
towards indigenous peoples. The battle highlighted not only the resilience of Native American communities
but also raised questions about land rights, cultural preservation, and justice within expanding America.



While it may have been atemporary setback for westward expansionist goals, this conflict catalyzed
increased militarization against Native Americans and marked another chapter in their long history of
displacement and marginalization. The legacy of Little Bighorn serves as areminder that Westward
Expansion came at great cost both culturally and humanly for those who inhabited these lands long before
European arrival.

Resistance and resilience displayed by Native American tribes
during thisperiod

In addition to military resistance, Native American tribes utilized various forms o protest to resist
encroachment on their territories. They relied on diplomatic negotiations, legal Lal d peaceful protests
to assert their rights. For instance, tribal leaders like Chief Joseph of the Nez \vocated for
peaceful coexistence with white settlers but were ultimately met with broke from the US
government.

Native Americans exhibited incredible cultural resilience during this pdiod. Ddite relentless pressure to
abandon traditional practices and adopt Western ways of life, many tri bR y held onto their languages,
spiritual beliefs, arts, crafts, and social structures. These cultur ents served as symbols of identity and

resistance against assimilation efforts.
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L egacy of the Battl ghorn in shaping Native American
rights and sovereign

The ensuing Ykl ash from public opinion regarding Custer's defeat resulted in intensified efforts to
subjugate indigeNgpIs popul ations through increased military presence and forced assimilation policies. These
actions further eroded tribal sovereignty and undermined traditional ways of life.

Despite these challenges, the Battle of Little Bighorn contributed to shaping future legal developments
concerning Native American rights. The fight for land ownership led to important court cases such as Lone
Wolf v. Hitchcock (1903), where it was ruled that Congress had plenary power over Indian affairs without
obtaining tribal consent. This decision reinforced federal dominance over tribal nations but also sparked
renewed activism among Native American |eaders advocating for greater self-determination.

The Battle of Little Bighorn stands as a significant moment in history that resonates with ongoing struggles
for native rights and sovereignty today. It represents both a testament to indigenous resilience in defending
their lands against colonization while also highlighting the continuing challenges faced by native
communities seeking justice and recognition within the framework of a dominant society's laws and policies



Conclusion

Examining the conflicts and resistance experienced during Westward Expansion provides valuabl e |essons
about respect for diverse cultures while acknowledging historical injustices committed against indigenous
peoples. The Battle of Little Bighorn remains an enduring symbol of these struggles as we navigate
contemporary challenges related to land rights, cultural preservation, and social justice issues stemming from
America's complex past.



