
Introduction: Harriet Tubman's remarkable life and legacy as the
"Moses of Her People"

 

Harriet Tubman, often referred to as the Moses of Her People, was an extraordinary woman who played a
pivotal role in American history. Born into slavery around 1820 in Maryland, Tubman endured unimaginable
hardships throughout her early life. She not only managed to escape from bondage but also dedicated herself
to liberating countless others from the clutches of slavery.
Tubman's journey towards becoming a prominent abolitionist began when she escaped enslavement in 1849.
Instead of seeking personal freedom alone, she made it her mission to lead others on the treacherous path to
emancipation through the Underground Railroad. With unwavering determination and courage, she
successfully guided approximately seventy enslaved individuals to safety during numerous dangerous trips.

Beyond her work with the Underground Railroad, Tubman actively participated in other abolitionist activities
such as speaking engagements and fundraising events. During the Civil War era, she served as a spy for
Union forces and even led armed raids against Confederate strongholds along South Carolina's Combahee
River.

Harriet Tubman's legacy extends far beyond her own lifetime. She represents resilience in times of adversity
and embodies the spirit of freedom and justice that continues to inspire generations today. Through her
efforts, countless lives were forever changed by gaining their liberty—a testament to her undying
commitment to equality and human rights.

In this essay, we will explore Harriet Tubman's remarkable life story—the challenges she faced while
escaping slavery, her role as a conductor on the Underground Railroad—and delve into how these
experiences shaped her identity as an iconic figure known as "the Moses of Her People." We will analyze
both historical records and contemporary narratives surrounding Tubman’s contributions towards ending
slavery while examining how they still resonate within modern society.

Early life: Tubman's enslavement in Maryland and her escape to
freedom

At a young age, Tubman displayed courage and determination as she sought to break free from the chains of
enslavement. In 1849, at the age of approximately twenty-nine, she made a daring escape from her plantation
in Dorchester County. Traveling under cover of darkness and relying on her knowledge of the land gained
through years of laboring in fields and households, Tubman successfully evaded capture as she embarked on
her journey to freedom.

The perilous trek northward towards Pennsylvania took weeks to complete, during which time Tubman had
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to navigate treacherous terrains while constantly eluding slave catchers and their bloodhounds. She relied on
assistance from abolitionists along the way who provided shelter and guidance as she made her way towards
safety.

Tubman's escape not only symbolized her personal liberation but also ignited within her an unwavering
commitment to help others achieve freedom as well. Her own experience served as motivation for
undertaking risky missions back into slaveholding states to lead fellow slaves out of bondage via the
Underground Railroad—a network of secret routes and safe houses established by abolitionists.

Harriet Tubman's early life was defined by enslavement and hardship. Yet despite these immense challenges,
she managed to escape slavery herself through sheer bravery and resourcefulness. This transformative event
would lay the foundation for her subsequent endeavors in fighting against slavery—an incredible testament
to resilience in the face of oppression.

Underground Railroad: Tubman's pivotal role in leading slaves to
freedom through the Underground Railroad

As Harriet Tubman settled into her newfound freedom, she quickly realized that her own liberation was not
enough. Determined to bring about change and rescue others from the grips of slavery, Tubman became one
of the most influential conductors on the Underground Railroad. With a deep understanding of the dangers
and hardships faced by enslaved individuals seeking freedom, Tubman fearlessly guided them along this
clandestine network of safe houses and secret routes.

Known for her exceptional navigational skills and ability to evade capture, Tubman led approximately
seventy missions back into slaveholding states over a span of ten years. She risked her own life time and
again as she traversed through hostile territory, always with the threat of being caught or killed looming
overhead. Her relentless pursuit in assisting others earned her immense respect among abolitionists and
cemented her reputation as an indomitable force in the fight against slavery.

Tubman's efforts were not limited to guiding slaves to freedom; she also played a crucial role in providing
support for those who had escaped bondage. She worked tirelessly alongside other abolitionists to secure
employment opportunities, housing, education, and medical assistance for freed individuals striving to
establish lives outside the shackles of oppression.

Harriet Tubman's pivotal role as a conductor on the Underground Railroad was nothing short of
extraordinary. Through sheer determination and selflessness, she helped countless individuals escape
enslavement while putting herself at great personal risk. Her legacy as "the Moses of Her People" continues
to inspire generations today—a testament to both her unwavering commitment towards justice and equality
as well as her remarkable contributions in reshaping American history.
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