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The puzzling death of Alexander the Great, a famous historical figure, continues to spark interest and invite
speculation from historians. The unexpected death of Alexander in 323 BC remains unexplained, which
creates an intriguing mystery woven with theories and conspiracies over the years. Discuss these theories to
enhance our understanding of Alexander's life and to gain insightsinto the cultural, medical, and political
aspects of his era.

Details of Alexander's Death: Facts and Fictions

Alexander the Great, the famed Macedonian king, died in Babylon in 323 B.C. at just 32 years old. His death
remains a mystery as no confirmed cause was ever identified, leading to various theories. Some believed he
fell ill after excessive drinking, while others argued poison was the cause, resulting from political
conspiracies. Doctors proposed causes like malaria or typhoid fever. In more recent times, claims of his
corpse showing no signs of decomposition led to speculations of him being alive and in a comawhen
declared dead. Adding to the confusion, Alexander's body reportedly vanished, with some versions
suggesting it was stolen or secretly buried.

Alexander's Final Days. Deciphering Truth from Myths

It's filled with myths and different views. History tells us he died in Babylon in 323 BC, but we don't know
why. Some people think he died naturally from malariaor typhoid fever because he had symptoms like fever,
stomach pain, and severe weakness. Get familiar with the notion that others think he was killed by poison by
peoplein his close circle. This poison ideais intense, but we don't have physical proof or significant
historical facts to support it. There are also interesting stories about him possibly faking his death.

Factsvs. Fictions: Diverse Narratives of Alexander's Death

Some people say he died from acommon illness like malaria or typhoid fever, but others believe he was
poisoned. Check out the popular theory saying he was killed by his generals or hiswife, which resulted in a
painful death. Because there's no strong evidence, these theories remain unproven. What we do know for sure
isthat he died in Babylon in 323 BC.

Early Narrativesand Sources: The Role of Ancient Historians

This confusion is partly because of the old historians who wrote about it. Old historians wrote about events
years after they happened, using documents, rumors, and stories to create their histories. The time between

Alexander's death and when these histories were written likely makes it hard to understand his death today

due to different accounts contradicting each other.

Two old documents about Alexander's death are by Diodorus Siculus and Plutarch. Diodorus wrote in the 1st
century BC and suggested Alexander died naturally after being sick for two weeks. But Plutarch, writing in
the 1st century AD, hinted at poisoning by mentioning Antipater, a Macedonian general. Consult also Arrian,
ahistorian from the 2nd century AD, who mentioned a prediction about Alexander's death from his close
friend, Hephaestion.

Poisoning Theory: A Deliberate Assassination?
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Some suggest he may have been murdered, giving credence to the Poison Theory. Make sure you take note of
the Poison Theory's basis—it's all about the symptoms Alexander had before he died, which were severe
abdominal pain, high fever, excessive sweating, and gradual paralysis. These mirror the effects of poisoning,
possibly from a plant known as "white hellebore." Don't forget the lack of solid evidence pointing towards a
deliberate poisoning. No one, including Alexander's close friends or enemies, was ever accused or found
guilty of such an act.

Disease Explanation: The Role of Malaria or Typhoid
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One of the NTrecent ideas comes from Dr. Katherine Hall, who suggests that Alexander suffered from
Guillain-Barré SWelrome, a disorder of the immune system. His symptoms—paralysis, fever, and being
bedridden until death—are also symptoms of this disease. This also fits with the idea that he could have
caught this disorder from a common infection. So, in the end, we don't really know what caused Alexander's
death. Our ideas have changed over time from old theories to today's medical knowledge.

Summary

There are different theories, suggesting everything from sudden sickness and poisoning to long-lasting fever,
which make the mystery even harder to solve. So, don't overlook the value each theory brings, despite their
flaws. The fact that we are still investigating his death shows just how significant Alexander was to world
history. His death, both in the physical and symbolic sense, gives us alot to ponder on. We may never truly
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understand how Alexander died, adding more mystery to the life of afamously complex king. What remains
clear, though, is hisimpact—as he once said, "There is nothing impossible to him who will try." Alexander
the Great's legendary status outlives him.



