
"Beauty and the Beast" is a popular and well-known story in our history, which teaches us more than just the
love shared between two characters. It has important themes and lessons that make it relevant and important.
"Beauty and the Beast" is a durable story, popular across different cultures and generations. Each telling adds
a new flavor to it. Nevertheless, some themes are always present. Its central message is about change and
forgiveness and learning to see true beauty inside a person, not just their outer looks.

Exploring the Major Theme: Inner Beauty vs. Outer Beauty

Exploring the theme of inner beauty vs. outer beauty dates back to ancient times. The famous story of Helen
of Troy, often described as the most beautiful woman in the world, illustrates this theme. Her outer beauty
caused the catastrophic Trojan War, while her character and inner beauty were never given importance.

Over time, ancient civilizations started appreciating inner beauty. This shift was seen in works like Sappho's
poetry, celebrating the beauty of the inner self. Interestingly, during the Renaissance, this theme further
evolved. Artists like Leonardo da Vinci portrayed Mona Lisa not as a symbol of outer beauty, but as a
woman of mystery and character. They focused more on her enigmatic smile, displaying inner beauty.

Understanding the Concept of Inner Beauty vs. Outer Beauty

In the story, Beast may look scary, but his nature is kind and gentle. Beauty isn't about the outside; it's about
what's inside. Meanwhile, Gaston is good-looking but uses this to feel superior. He's self-centered and
unkind, revealing his ugly side. Gaston doesn't have inner beauty to match his good looks. The story tells us
not to judge people just by their looks but by their behavior, which shows their true self.

Analyzing Society's Influence on the Perception of Inner and Outer Beauty

The Beast, who looks scary, shows how society shuns those who don't fit its normal mold. But the Beast's
inner beauty, shown through his kindness and care, is finally seen and loved by Belle, which questions
society's shallow view of beauty. Belle doesn't follow the usual beauty standards, favoring brains and bravery
instead. This emphasizes that true beauty comes from within, not our looks. So, the story seriously looks at
and questions how society influences how we see inner and outer beauty, asking people to come up with their
own definition of beauty.

The Consequences of Selfishness and Greed: Secondary Themes

It also highlights the harmful effects of selfishness and greed. These negative traits are significant in the
plot's development and ending. Belle's two sisters in the story are very greedy, always wanting more material
things. This greediness is very different from Belle's selfless and caring nature. It emphasizes the importance
of valuing relationships and good qualities over material possessions. As a result, their greed ends up
harming them, while Belle's kindness improves her life.

The Beast in the story is initially a selfish character. Before his transformation, he was a handsome prince too
focused on his own needs, which led to his curse. But when he learns to be unselfish and care for others, he
becomes truly human. So, selfishness can be improved by acting selflessly. The whole story shows that being
selfish and greedy can have significant consequences beyond personal ones. They can harm the society and
make relationships toxic.
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https://medium.com/@sarabekind/the-philosophy-of-appearance-in-beauty-and-the-beast-d5941f042cff


Gender Roles and Expectations in 'Beauty and the Beast': A
Modern Perspective

This ancient tale is often examined with today's viewpoint. Belle is the key character in the story, different
from the usual portrayal of women. She is clever, independent, brave, and has a keen interest in learning.
Unlike other women of her time, she doesn’t seek validation from men and turns down the advances of
Gaston, a very manly character. Belle shows that a woman can be strong and free-spirited, demanding more
than a basic life dominated by men.

The Beast character is a complex representation of manhood. At first, he is harsh and overly controlling,
representing the negative aspects of manhood. Yet, as time goes on, he changes, embracing kindness and
understanding. Gaston embodies the typical tough-guy persona, showing off his muscles and acting dominant
but lacking emotional intelligence. Yet, Gaston's physical strength isn't admired in this tale because he is the
villain who meets a predictable end. In brief, 'Beauty and the Beast' helps to tear down common gender
stereotypes and highlights the importance of character, intelligence, and personal growth over mere physical
attributes.

importance of transformation and redemption in the narrative

These ideas are woven together to make a touching and deep story. Change in the story is both outward and
inward, especially in the Beast's character. The vital part of the story is when the Beast changes from a scary
and mean creature to a caring and loving character. This change is brought on by Belle. Despite the Beast’s
scary looks, she decides to treat him with love and kindness. Her love gradually changes the Beast’s
character. He moves from being a frightening, lonely creature to a caring one who is capable of deep
affection. The point where he turns from a beast back to a man symbolizes this inner change in him.

Next up—forgiveness. The Beast's forgiveness comes from Belle's love. He was initially cursed to live as a
monster for his pride and lack of empathy until someone could love him despite how he looked. The moment
when Belle confesses her love for him, the curse breaks. More than his physical change, the most touching
part is his character's forgiveness. He learns to understand the importance of kindness, modesty, and love.
Interesting to note, Belle also goes through a change. She goes from being scared of the Beast to
understanding and eventually loving him.

The Final Analysis

These global themes are subtly woven in, helping to disclose deep life teachings. Understand that love goes
beyond physical looks. Belle and Beast's relationship spotlights the powerful changes love can inspire and
the sacrifices one may make for it. Also, the story gives us hope, showing that people can improve when
faced with constant kindness and love. It emphasizes that love has a transformative and freeing nature, deeply
binding humanity.Pr
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