?‘%@ Pro -Papers

| ntr oduction

Of Mice and Men, written by John Steinbeck, is a classic American novellathat wasfirst published in 1937.
Set against the backdrop of the Great Depression, this powerful tale explores themes such as friendship,
dreams, loneliness, and societal prejudice. The story revolves around two main characters, George Milton
and Lennie Small, who are migrant workers striving to achieve their version of the American Dream.

Steinbeck's portrayal of these characters captivates readers with his vivid descriptions and emotionally
charged narrative. Despite being arelatively short work, Of Mice and Men has garnered immense popul arity
over the years due to its compelling storyline and timeless themes. The novella has been widely studied in
classrooms across the world for its literary value as well asits ability to provoke thought-provoking
discussions on topics like marginalization and human nature.

Steinbeck's writing style resonates with readers by presenting complex ideas through accessible language.
His use of colloquialism adds authenticity to the dialogue between characters while also immersing readers
into the harsh reality of life during that era. Through this nuanced storytelling technique combined with his
exploration of universal emotions such as hopel essness or compassion, Steinbeck manages to create an
emotiona connection between his audience and the characters.

Of Mice and Men continues to be celebrated in literature due to its enduring relevance in exploring universal
human experiences set within a historical context. Its profound impact on readers makes it an essential part of
many school curricula despite facing occasional challenges from those who seek to ban it due to certain
controversial elements explored within its pages.

Controversial themes

The novella explores issues surrounding ableism through Lennie Small's character. Lennie is portrayed as
mentally challenged, struggling with understanding social cues and controlling his immense physical
strength. His innocence often leads him into trouble, ultimately culminating in tragedy. Steinbeck raises
guestions about how society treats individuals who are perceived as "different” or "disabled,” shedding light
on their struggles for acceptance and understanding.

Of Mice and Men also delves into themes of violence within relationships. The relationship between George
Milton and Lennie Small is complex; while George acts as a caregiver for Lennie due to his mental
limitations, he also displays moments of frustration towards him. The novel grapples with questions
regarding power dynamics within friendships or familial ties when one person holds more control than
another.

These controversial themes may make some individual s uncomfortable because they challenge societal
norms or shed light on dark aspects of human nature. It is precisely these elements that contribute to Of Mice
and Men's enduring significance in literature by provoking discussions about race relations, empathy for
those with disabilities, power dynamics within relationships, and our responsibility towards marginalized
members of society.

Profanity and vulgar language

In addition to the controversial themes explored in Of Mice and Men, another reason why the novella has
faced banning or censorship is due to its use of profanity and vulgar language. Steinbeck’s realistic portrayal
of the characters dialogue includes instances where strong language is used. This can be seen through the



conversations between George and Lennie, as well as other characters such as Curley, Slim, and Carlson.

The inclusion of profanity serves a specific purpose within the narrative by enhancing the authenticity of the
characters speech patterns and capturing their raw emotions in moments of anger, frustration, or despair. The
use of strong language reflects the harsh realities that migrant workers faced during that time period.

While some argue that these instances of profanity make Of Mice and Men inappropriate for certain
audiences, it isimportant to consider that Steinbeck'’s intention was not gratuitous but rather an accurate
reflection of the lives he sought to portray. Banning or censoring this aspect would undermine his artistic
vision and dilute the impact of his storytelling.

Itiscrucial to recognize that literature acts as amirror to society; it often grapples wij
about human nature. The presence of profanity in Of Mice and Men contributes to
encouraging readers to confront difficult aspects of life head-on. By engaging wit ch&enging

elements responsibly instead of resorting to outright censorship, we can fost discussions about
art, freedom of expression, and societal norms.
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crucial to understand that these moments contribute to an honest depiction of human relationships and shed
light on issues surrounding gender dynamics during the Great Depression era.

By acknowledging and discussing these aspects responsibly rather than attempting to censor them, readers
can engage in meaningful conversations about gender roles, power imbalances, and how literature reflects
societal attitudes towards sexuality throughout history. It allows us to explore uncomfortable topics while
fostering empathy and understanding towards marginalized individuals who have been affected by oppressive
systems.

Violence and graphic scenes



Another reason why Of Mice and Men has faced challenges and bans is the depiction of violence throughout
the novella. Steinbeck does not shy away from portraying graphic scenes, including instances of physical
aggression between characters. The most notable example is the tragic ending involving Lennie, where
George isforced to make a difficult decision that ultimately leads to Lennie's death. This portrayal of
violence highlights the harsh realities faced by marginalized individuals during that time period.

Animal cruelty is another disturbing aspect depicted in Of Mice and Men. The character Curley displaysa
cruel streak when he takes pleasure in hurting small animals such as mice or puppies. This servesasa
reflection of his aggressive nature and also underscores themes of powerlessness and abuse within society.
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Of Mice and Men remains a controversial work due to its exploration of sensitive topics like racism, ableism,
violence, profanity/vulgar language, challenging moral values, and more. Despite facing occasional banning
attempts, the novella continues to be celebrated for its literary value and ability to provoke meaningful
discussions about important social issues that persist today. By confronting uncomfortable truths and raising
thought-provoking questions, Steinbeck's masterpiece encourages readers to critically examine their own
beliefs, challenge societal norms, and promote empathy towards marginalized individualsin our society.

Challenging authority figures



Of Mice and Men challenges traditional authority figures through its portrayal of characters who wield power
but abuse it or fail to act responsibly. One such character is Curley, the boss's son, who uses his position to
assert dominance over the other workers on the ranch. His aggressive behavior and constant need for control
contribute to an atmosphere of tension and hostility.

Slim, the skilled mule driver, represents a more balanced view of authority. He is respected by everyone on
the ranch due to his wisdom and fair judgment. Even Slim's influence does not go unchallenged as he
struggles with how much power he should exert in order to maintain harmony among his fellow workers.
The novella also examines societal structures that perpetuate inequality and injustice. The representation of
Crooks, an African American stable buck who facesracial discrimination on the ranch, shedslight on
systemic racism during that time period. Steinbeck's exploration of these themes invites readers to question
existing power dynamics and encourages them to challenge authority figures who abuse their positions or
turn ablind eye to injustices.

By portraying complex characters with nuanced rel ationships towards authority figures, Of Mice and Men
prompts readers to critically analyze hierarchies within society while underscoring the importance of treating
all individuals with respect and empathy regardless of their social status or background



